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eternal things." They are the utterances of the human heart striving 
to find God, to meet him face to face; and, like the true worshipers every- 
where, the writers find that he is not far from any one of them. The forms, 
the descriptive power, and the themes of Hebrew poetry are all discussed. 
The interesting problems of growth, authorship, and superscriptions are 
illuminated, as well as the very important question whether a large class 
mirror an experience which is larger than the mere individual. The con- 
clusion is conservative and sane, namely, that more psalms are collective 
than we ordinarily suppose. Yet the freshness and spontaneity of many 
can be accounted for only as the result of individual experience, but the truth 
to individual aspiration makes these very psalms the medium of expression 
for all whose feelings have been deepest and whose longings are the most 
lofty. The individual voices the hope and faith of the church universal. 

The appendix, with its critical notes on the superscriptions and its 
bibliography, adds greatly to the value of the volume. 

It seems almost invidious to criticise the paraphrases, for the author 
himself recognizes the limitation to his task. The poetry of the Psalms is 
such that their power and beauty are lost by any but the most faithful trans- 
lation. An attempt to explain the brief lyric phrases must generally limp 
painfully in prose. As a side-light for the student of the Psalms these 
paraphrases are good, and in the series to which this book belongs they 
are necessary. But if we had merely the introduction and the summaries 
of the eleven classes into which he divides the Psalms and Lamentations, 
there would be enough to stimulate the student to deeper interest and 
appreciation for these matchless notes of the church's love, aspiration, 
and loyalty to Jehovah. 

Augustus S. Carrier. 
McCormick Theological Seminary. 



In a Syrian Saddle. By A. Goodrich-Freer. London: Methuen 
& Co., 1905. Pp. 346. js. 6d. net. 

Two journeys through Syria are described in this interesting volume. 
In the first a party of five or six, with suitable guards and helpers, made 
the trip from Jericho eastward to Madaba, Mshatta, Amman, Jerash, and 
Es-Salt. A later journey with a smaller company was made through 
Galilee and Samaria, with visits to Nablus, Samaria, the Plain of Esdraelon, 
the Sea of Galilee and its vicinity. The author is the lady of the company, 
who reveals a large acquaintance with Palestinian civilization and history. 
The account is brightened by many humorous incidents, and escapes the 
seriousness which generally marks the literature of oriental travel. Espe- 
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daily informing are the sections of the book which deal with Moab. 
The party had exceptional opportunities for securing information at first 
hand, and saw a number of unusually important objects, such, for example, 
as the mosaic map of Palestine at Madaba. Armed with a letter from the 
Greek patriarch, they visited the church at the foot of the rising ground 
upon which the town is built. Unfortunately, no preparations had been 
made for their arrival, and a solid mass of dust and dirt had to be removed 
before the mosaic, which is protected by glass, could be seen. The mosaic 
serves as a part of the flooring of the Greek church. It was partly broken 
away at the time the modern church was built but is still most valuable as 
indicating former ideas of Palestinian geography. It is probably the oldest 
map of Palestine in existence. The personnel of the party that visited 
Moab included the professor, who was the leader, the doctor, the lady, the 
two sportsmen, and others, and the book has this suggestive dedication: 
"By the Lady to the Doctor, on the eve of starting together upon a longer 
journey." 

H. L. W. 



The Witness to the Influence of Christ. Being the William Belden 
Noble Lectures for 1904. By Right Rev. William Boyd 
Carpenter, D.D., Bishop of Ripon. Boston: Houghton, 
Mifflin & Co., 1905. Pp. 180. $1.10, net. 

This little volume of lectures contains a considerable amount of whole- 
some religious thought. Its chief excellence is its suggestiveness; its 
chief defect, its lack of orderly treatment of the subjects undertaken. 

In the beginning of his second lecture Dr. Carpenter announces his 
theme: 

The progress of the world's civilization owes much to the influence of great 
personalities; and of these personalities those are greatest who possess a power 
of influence in the two realms of thought and action With what- 
ever difference of view we may regard Jesus Christ, we must admit that he holds 
a place among the great personalities who have profoundly influenced human 
history. 

A magnificent beginning for a masterful exposition of the influence of 
Christ on human history ! But after various excursions into many by-paths 
of theological discussion, the author closes the chapter with only incidental 
references to his subject. The theme and the well-known ability of the 
bishop of Ripon make one wish the excursions had been omitted. For 
the influence of Christ's personality on history is only beginning to be 
understood. 



